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Owner Doran Donovan enjoys bringing the bird’s eye view experience of tethered helium balloon flights

over Weirs Beach through his AeroBalloon business that is based there for the summer.

COURTESY PHOTO

AEROBALLOON TAKES SUMMER FUN
TO NEW HEIGHTS AT THE WEIRS

by Lorrie Baird
Contributing Editor
AeroBalloon is flying high at
the Weirs this summer. Since
June 10", owner Doran
Donovan has offered riders a
bird's-eye view of Weirs Beach
in his tethered helium balloon.
“The view is the equivalent of a
thirty story building,” said
Donovan. “On a clear day you
can see well down to Meredith,
all of Paugus Bay, and even the
tip of Mount Washington.”
This is not a hot air balloon
ride. Actually, it's a round
blimp, explains Donovan, us-
ing the same technology as in
world competition flights. Teth-

A grasshopper’s view of the
AeroBalloon in flight showing the
cable tether which is anchored to
an electric winch and operated

Jfrom below. COURTESY PHOTO

ered helium balloon flights
have been popular in Europe
since 1996. The concept is
brand new to the states, with
AeroBalloon flying year round
in Atlanta, and seasonally in
Boston,

The one and only New Hamp-
shire site is located at the Weirs
Beach Waterslide and some of
the riders have liked it so much
they've come back for more.
“We get a lot of people who al-
ways wanted to go up in a bal-
loon... a once in a lifetime
checklist kind of experience...
and then they come back for
more. One guy has gone up

See BALLOON on page 26
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THE WEIRS TIMES and TOURISTS' GAZETTE

Established 1992

The Weirs Times was first published in 1883 by
Mathew H. Calvert. It was named Calvert's Weirs Times and
Tourists' Gazette and continued until Mr. Calvert's death in 1902. P-O. Box 5458, The Weirs, NH 03247-5458

One of the most outstanding features was a map of
Lake Winnipesaukee which occupied the center spread of the paper.
The new Weirs Tirmes strives to maintain the patriotic spirit of ~ Subscription Rates: 1 Year (52 issues)-$37.00
its predecessor as well as his devotion to the interests of

Lake Winnipesaukee and vicinity.
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